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The Media 

How Effective is our Parliamentary System at 
Making Important Decisions For Canadians? 

What Role Does the Media Have 
in the Canadian Government? 
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Media and Government 
•  With your table 

groups, discuss: 

–  What are 5 different 
types of media? 

–  How can the media 
help keep our 
government 
accountable? 

The Media 
•  Means of communication which can quickly 

reach and influence a wide range of people 

–  Newspaper 
–  Television 
–  Radio 
–  Internet 
–  Social Media 

The Media 



10/20/17 

3 

The Media Role of the Media 
•  Report information 

•  Influence people’s 
understandings of 
events 

•  Inform people of the 
impact of government 
on their lives 

How Might the Media Influence Our 
Understandings? 

Keeping Government 
Accountable 

•  Scandals 
•  Misuse of power 
•  Questionable bills 
•  Bad decisions  

Tell Canadians about: 
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Keeping Government Accountable Keeping the Government 
Accountable 

•  What was the news 
story about? 

•  How might it have 
served to keep 
Alberta’s 
government 
accountable? 
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Keep Government Accountable 
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Parliamentary Press Gallery 

•  Reporters who cover 
decisions made by the 
Government 

Dangers of the Media 

Dangers of the Media 

•  With your table 
groups, brainstorm: 

–  3 scenarios where the 
Media could be a 
negative thing? 

Bias 
•  An opinion based on 

unchallenged 
assumptions 

•  Slanted or unbalanced 
report 

•  Favoritism to one 
perspective over 
another  
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What is the Bias? Bias Activity 

Bias Activity  

•  What is your article 
about? 

•  What are some 
words used to 
describe Sam Huges? 

Dangers of the Media 

•  Censorship 

– When government 
tells the media 
what to report 
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Good Censorship Bad Censorship 

Bad Censorship 

What Role Does the Media Have 
in the Canadian Government? 


