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To	What	Extent	Are	Individual	Decisions	
More	Important	than	Government	

Regulation	in	the	Controlling	the	Economy?



Project	Business
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Review	
• What	are	some	of	the	
disadvantages of	a	public	
healthcare	system?

• What	are	some	disadvantages of	
a	private	healthcare	system?

• Which	system	do	you	prefer?
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Should	the	Government	or	Free	Market	
be	responsible	for	the	Environment?



How	Much	Should	the	Government	or	Free	Market	Be	
Involved	with	the	Environment?
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Government	Solutions	to	Environmental	Problems

• With	your	table	groups,	brainstorm	
how	the	government	might	handle	
the	following	environmental	issues:

1. Climate	Change

2. Health	Hazards

3. Waste	Problems
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Climate	Change
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Government	Intervention:	Climate	Change

• Use	taxpayer	money	to	invest	in	green	
technology	

• Regulate	(control)	amount	of	GHG’s	
created

• Tax	incentives	/	punishments

• Tax	polluters
• Discounts	for	Green	upgrades
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Public	Investment	in	Green	Technology



Public	Investment	in	Green	Technology
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Regulation	on	GHGs
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Regulation	on	GHGs
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Green	Incentives
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Tax	Punishments
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Health	Hazards
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Government	Intervention:	Health	Hazards

• Regulations	(limits)	on	
Emissions

• Location
• Amount

• Laws	on	use	and	disposal	of		
harmful	chemicals
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Health	Hazards
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Waste	Problems
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Government	Intervention:	Waste

• Mandatory	Recycling		/	Compost	
Programs

• Clean	Up	Programs
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Government	Intervention:	Waste	Issues
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Free	Market	Solutions	to	Environmental	Problems

• With	your	table	groups,	
brainstorm	how	the	Free	
Market	might	handle:

1. Climate	Change

2. Health	Hazards

3. Waste	Problems
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The	Free	Market:	Climate	Change

• Consumer	demand	for	GHG	
free	products	increases

• Entrepreneurs	develop	
products	to	meet	demand

July	22,	2012 Footer	text	here 26



Free	Market	Solutions:	Climate	Change
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Free	Market	Solutions	– Health	Hazards

• Consumers	boycott	products	
made	with	harmful	
chemicals	/	lower	air	quality	

• Choose	safer	alternatives	

• Ex.	Organics	,	solar	power
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Free	Market	Solutions	– Waste	Problems
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• Demand	increases	for	
efficient	waste	disposal	

• Entrepreneurs		create	
alternative	means	to	remove	
waste



Terracycle
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Which	Solution	is	Better?
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