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Lobbyists and 
Government  

How	Effec)ve	is	our	Parliamentary	System	at	
Making	Important	Decisions	For	Canadians?	

Review	
� How	does	the	media	
keep	government	
accountable?	

� What	are	some	of	the	
dangers	of	the	media?	

What	Role	Do	Lobbyists	Have	in	
the	Canadian	Government?	
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What	is	a	Lobbyist?	
� With	your	table	groups,	
read	pg.	51	and	write	
down:	

� What	is	a	lobbyist?	

� How	could	lobbyists	
impact	government?		

What	is	a	Lobbyist?	
�  Someone	hired	by	an	interest	group	to	influence	
members	of	the	government	

� Represent	the	views	of	different	groups	on	various	
issues.	

Who	is	the	Interest	Group?	 What	Do	Lobbyists	Do?	
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Who	do	Lobbyists	Represent?	
�  Interest	groups	

�  A	group	of	people	that	
would	like	to	have	a	say	in	
government	decision	
making.		

� Ex.	
�  Corporations	
� Non	Profit	Organizations	
�  Environmentalists		
�  Racial	Groups	

Youth	Interest	Groups	

Environmental	Interest	Groups	 First	Na)ons	Interest	Groups	
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Oil	Interest	Groups	 Types	of	Interest	Groups	

Advantages	of	Lobbyists:	pg.	52-53	
� With	your	table	
groups,	read	the	
quotes	by	the	two	
lobbyists.	

� What	are	3	
advantages	of	
having	lobbyists	in	
government	

Advantages	of	Lobbyists	
� Provide	carefully	selected	
information	on	an	issue	

� Communicate	needs	of	
various	groups	to	
government	

	Multiple	lobbyists		
=		

	Multiple	perspectives	
	on	issues	
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VS. + = 

Giving	the	Whole	Perspec)ve	 Who’s	Interested?	

� Match	the	lobby	action	in	
the	box	to	the	interest	
group	which	performed	
the	action	



10/20/17 

6 

Dangers	of	Lobbyists	 Dangers	of	Lobbyists	

Dangers	of	Lobbyists	 Dangers	of	Lobbyists	
� Those	with	more	money	can	
afford	better	lobbyists		

�  Lobbyists		present	very	biased	
evidence		

�  Less	voice	to	those	without	
lobby	group	(voters)	
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Dangers	of	Lobbyists	 Keeping	Lobbyists	Accountable	
� Federal	Accountability	
Act		

�  	Lobbyists	must:	

�  Register	

�  Document	which	
MP’s	they	meet	with	

Registered	Lobbyists		

What	Role	Do	Lobbyists	Have	in	
the	Canadian	Government?	
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What	Role	Do	Lobbyists	Have	in	the	
Canadian	Government?	


