
Unit Inquiry Question: How effectively does Canada’s 
federal political system govern Canada for all Canadians? 



▪What is the Executive Branch? Members? 

▪What is the Legislative Branch? What
members did we speak about before? 





▪Members are called 
senators

▪The PM appoints senators 
▪ They can remain in office 

until age 75.

▪ PM usually appoints people 
who support the PM’s party

▪ Appointed by division or 
region. 



▪ Role: To provide “sober second thought”—careful reconsideration—to all 
proposed legislation.
▪ Further study and debate on laws

▪ A bill cannot become law until both the House of Commons and the Senate passes it.

▪ Represent the interests and rights of Canada’s regions, especially 
minorities.  Helps ensure that minorities still have a strong voice within 
Canada.

▪ The Senate can propose laws, but cannot propose laws which create or 
spend taxes.

▪ The Senate can reject laws from the House of Commons, although the 
Senate rarely uses this power.



▪In March 2016, under Justin Trudeau, the 
government started appointing senators 
who were not affiliated with any party. 

▪They did this so that The Senate could 
start to become a non-partisan body. 





▪Do you agree or disagree with the
fact that senators are appointed by
the prime minister and hold that 
position for a long period of time? 



▪In groups of 2 or 3 go to the website: 
https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/

and select one senator to read about and 
present to the class. 

https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/

