
Issues with First Nation’s 
Collective Rights



To What Extent 
Should Canadians 
Support Collective 

Rights?



First Nations Collective 
Rights

n What are the collective 
rights of the First 
Nations?

n Why are FN’s entitled 
to those rights?

n What document 
contains the rights?



What Obstacles Are There in 
Realizing the Collective 

Rights of the First Nations?





Treaty Negotiations



Treaty Negotiations 



Treaty Negotiations

n First Nations and 
Europeans had different 
views of terms

n First Nations recorded 
orally

n Treaty commissioners 
recorded in writing



Lost in Translation



First Nation’s Perspective
n Land

– Shared with Canada



Shared Land









First Nation’s Perspective
n Land

– Shared with Canada
n Education

– Teach First Nations European knowledge



Education



First Nation’s Perspective
n Land

– Shared with Canada
n Education

– Teach the First Nations European 
knowledge

n Provide for First Nations
– Help in times of need
– Help adjust First Nations to new lifestyle



Provide for First Nations



First Nation’s Perspective
n Land

– Shared with Canada
n Education

– Teach the First Nations European 
knowledge

n Provide for First Nations
– Help in times of need
– Help adjust First Nations to new lifestyle

n Length of Terms
– As long as the sun shines, the grass grows, 

and  the river flows
– (Forever)



In Force Forever

As long as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow



First Nations Perspective



European Perspective
n Land

– Surrendered to Canada
– First Nations no longer own it



Surrendered Land
“Surrender and yield up to the Government 
of the Dominion of Canada, for Her Majesty 
the Queen and Her successors forever, all 

their rights, titles and privileges, 
whatsoever, to the lands”



Surrendered Land



European Perspective
n Land

– Surrendered to Canada
– First Nations no longer own it

n Education
– Teach First Nations how to be European
– Assimilate First Nations



Teach How to Be European
n Assimilation: The process of becoming part of 

another cultural group



Assimilation



Residential Schools



European Perspective
n Land

– Surrendered to Canada
– First Nations no longer own it

n Education
– Teach First Nations how to be European

n Provide for First Nations
– Paternalistic 
– Control lives of First Nations



Provide for First Nations
n Paternalistic: the attitude that protects people, 

gives them what they need but does not give 
them any responsibility



White Man’s Burden



Banning the Potlatch and 
Sundance



European Perspective
n Land

– Surrendered to Canada
– First Nations no longer own it

n Education
– Teach First Nations how to be European

n Provide for First Nations
– Paternalistic 
– Heavy control over all First Nations people

n Length of Terms
– Until First Nations become “civilized”



Length of Terms



n “I want to get rid of the Indian problem.... Our 
objective is to continue until there is not a single 
Indian in Canada that has not been absorbed 
into the body politic and there is no Indian 
question, and no Indian Department”

Length of the Terms





What Did They See?


