
Who Can Immigrate to 
Canada? 



To What Extent Are 
Canada’s Immigration 

Laws Effective? 
 



Does Canada Have an 
Effective Means to 
Determine Who Can 

Immigrate to Canada? 



What Do We Want From 
Immigrants to Canada 



Who Can Come to Canada? 

•  With your table 
groups discuss: 

–  Why won’t we just let 
anyone into Canada? 

–  What are 3 advantages 
of controlling who can 
immigrate to Canada? 



Immigrant and Refugee 
Protection Act 

•  Canada Immigration 
Law (2002) 

•  Creates 4 categories of 
Immigration  



Categories of Immigrants 

1.  Economic Class 
2.  Family Class 
3.  Refugees 
4.  Other 



Economic Class 
•  55% of immigrants 

•  Skilled workers 

•  Support themselves 

•  Contribute to economy 



Economic Class 



Economic Class? 



Family Class 
•  28% of immigrants 

•  Direct family of 
people in Canada 
–  Spouse 
–  Children 
–  Parents 



Family Class? 



Refugees  

•  13% of immigrants 

•  People escaping: 
–  War 
–  Persecution 

•  No economic 
requirements  





Other 

•  4% of immigrants 

•  Accepted for humanitarian 
or other reasons 





Categories of Immigrants 

1.  Economic Class 
2.  Family Class 
3.  Refugees 
4.  Other 



How Do We Decide Who to 
Pick? 

Welcoming 286,000 Immigrants this Year 
 

About 500,000 Immigrants in Line for Citizenship 



The Points System 

•  Only for economic 
immigrants 

•  Must receive 67+ points to 
immigrate 

•  Points awarded for: 
–  Qualities that will make you 

useful to Canada 



Will You Get In? 



http://www.canada-da.com/calculator.html   



Who Cannot Come In? 
•  People with medical 

issues 

•  Criminals 

•  Avoid any 
–  Burdens to taxpayers 
–  Threats to safety 



Who Gets In? 
•  https://www.nfb.ca/film/who_gets_in  



What Happens When They 
Get In? 

•  http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeve/
movieLauncher.html?movie=smil/
ethnic_fragmentation.mov  



Refugees 

•  Refugee: A person who seeks refuge in 
another country because of danger or 
persecution in his or her home country 



Related Legislation 

•  1951-Canada signs U.N. Convention 
Relating to the Status of Refugees 

•  1950s to 1960s-Canada offers to shelter 
refugees in response to world crisiss. 

•  1976-Refugees as one of the immigration 
categories 

•  2002-Immigration and Refugee Act 
updates objectives for taking in refugees 



Immigration Act 1976 

•  No person shall be granted admission 
who is a member of any of the following 
classes: 
– Persons who have engaged in…acts of 

espionage or subversion against democratic 
government, institutions or processes, as 
they are understood in Canada... 

– Persons who there are reasonable grounds 
to believe will, while in Canada, engage in or 
instigate the subversion by force of any 
government. 



Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act, 2002 

•  No person shall be granted admission who is a member of any of 
the following classes: 
•  Persons who have engaged in…acts of espionage or 

subversion against democratic government, institutions or 
processes, as they are understood in Canada... 

•  Engaging in or instigating the subversion by force of any 
government 

•  Engaging in terrorism 
•  Being a danger to the security of Canada 
•  Engaging in acts of violence that would or might endanger the 

lives or safety of persons in Canada 
•  Being a member of an organization that there are reasonable 

grounds to believe engages, has engaged or will engage in 
acts referred to in the above 



•  What similarities do you see between the 
1976 and the 2002 Acts? 

•  Why are they different? 



 
 

Individual and Collective 
Rights influencing 

immigration laws and 
policies. 

•  Review:  What are individual rights?  
   What are collective rights? 

•  How might individual rights found in 
the our charter affect immigration 
policy? 

•  How might collective rights in our 
charter affect immigration policy? 



Singh Decision 
•  Satnam Singh came to Canada from India seeking refugee status. 

Canada's government rejected his case under the Immigration Act, 1976. 
The Immigration Act, 1976, did not allow Mr.Singh to state his case in 
person or to appeal the government's decision on his case.  

•  The supreme Court said this violated section 7 of the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms, which says: 
 

•  "Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of except in 
accordance with the principles of fundamental justice.” 
 

•  Who does the above apply to according to the Charter? 
 



Singh Decision 

•  The result 
• People claiming refugee status in 
Canada have the right to a hearing, 
which they attend in person. 
• Canada established the Immigration 
and Refugee Board to provide 
quick and fair hearings. 
• Canada’s government provides people 
seeking refugee status with the 
necessities of life while they wait for a 
hearing 



Singh Decision 

•  What would two differing perspectives 
would exist on the Singh decision? 



How does immigration 
involve collective rights of 

Aboriginal Peoples? 
•  What impact do the rights of First 

Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples have on 
the way Canada sets immigration, and 
other laws and policies? 



What challenges and 
opportunities does 

immigration pose for 
Franco-Albertan 
Communities? 







How do provinces influence 
immigration laws and 

policies? 
Ministry of Immigration, Diversity and 
 Inclusion Quebec 
 
Why do you think Quebec might have 
 its own immigration minister? 





In what ways can provinces 
influence and implement 

immigration policies? 
•  Provincial Nomination Program 

– Provinces can specify what specific skills the 
immigrants must need 

– Provinces can set up their own immigration 
offices in foreign countries 





Canada-Quebec Accord 

•  Accord-A formal Agreement 
•  Quebec can nominate the percentage of 

immigrants to Canada that corresponds 
to its population within Canada. 

•  Require immigrants who settle in Quebec 
to send children to French-language 
skills 






