USEFUL AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE ESSAY
Introduction

· Start out with general statements about the topic and that grabs the reader’s attention

· The thesis statement (which is what you are trying to prove so include all your reasons) is the last sentence in your introduction

Body Paragraphs

· Topic sentence (what the paragraph is going to be about); be sure that it is a point stated in your thesis

· Include supporting details to prove your topic sentence

· Point, prove and elaborate

· Vary sentence structure, use compound and complex sentences and transitions

· Be sure that the ideas flow logically

· End your paragraph with a transitional sentence

· Maintain focus

· Conventions, punctuation, capitalization, mechanics

Conclusion

· The first sentence restates your thesis statement using different wording than in the introduction

· Your last sentence should be memorable and pack some punch

