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Book Tak - About This Resource
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Lose the traditional book report and still hold your
students accountoble for their independent reading.

Having your students complete book toks helps them
practice their oral speaking skills and allows other students in the
class 1o hear about (and get excited about) other books.

Enhcourage your students to go the extra mie when
presenting their book talks. T've had students dress up like a
character in the book, or speak like a character in the book. T've
even had students make media slideshows that play white they are
presenting their madterial

Hand out the guideline sheet, organizer and student
success criterio. and discuss with students.  Tell them the graphic
organizer shovld be used to jot down points they wish to include in
their book talk. The success criteria checklist should also be vsed
during the planning process o make sure they have included oll the
necessary requirements. Display the rubric and read through with
students prior o them beginning their planning.

Option: you could have students hand in the written copy of their
book talk for a writing mark, but it is importont to stress that
when students present their book tolks to the class, they must NOT
simply read from a. written copy.

I have also included a peer evalvation form in case yov
wish o have two or three students act as peer evalvators during
the book tolks. T vsvally do this in my class to help keep students
focused as well as having them think about what mokes a
successful book ok

T've required that the book talks be 3 - 5 minutes in
my classroom, but T haven't included a. time requirement in the
suceess criterio or rubric in case you wish to have different
requirements.
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Book Talk Cuidei

There are three key elements 1o a good book tolk: the hook, the
content, and the cliff hanger Your tok should be 3 - 5 minutes.
Remember to bring your book to show on the day of your tolk. Use
the graphic organizer to help yov plan your tok.
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1. The Hook: Present something that will grab the listeners’ attention:
« Link the book 1o a. particular movie.
Read a gory / scary / funny section of the book.
Use props, costumes, or sound effects.
Get the audience to participate - ask guestions, repeat / discuss key
phrases, titte, eic.
Relate the events or feelings in the book to current events or
feelings in the listeners’ lives.

2. The Content: Tell about the genre, characters, plot; setting or theme
in an interesting way:
« Provide facts / detadls from the novel, then move on 1o something
shocking or surprising.
Know a secret? Tak about it but don't reveal it:
Copy dialogve to read or share as reader’s theatre.
Tie the plot or setting into a historical event or time period.
Get into character: dress, act and/or speak like the main character
Show a. gread picture (especially for non—fiction).
Tell something interesting about the avthor
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3. The Cliff hanger: End it with your listeners wanting more:

« End your book tak teaving the audience wondering how the novel
ends - do not give away the ending.
Leave them wanting more so that they will want to read the book
1o find out what happens hext:
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When presenting, remember: organization, eye contact; facial and vocal
7] expression, body actions, volume, grammar; pronunciotion, and vocabulary.
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Book Tak Organizer
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Book:
Avthor:
Presentation Dve Date:

The Hook - How are you planning to hook your avdience? What informadtion from the book
will you include? How will you present this information?
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The Content - This is NOT a retel. You need to include information about the author genre,
plot; setting, and characters. How will you present this information? How can you moke it
more interesting than simply listing facts about the book? How will you organize this
informaztion?
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The Cliff hanger - How are you going to leave the auvdience wanting more? What
information will you give the avdience a “taste” of 1o make them feel they MUST go out and
get the book?

)

)

)

=

=

=

E)
%

VX
)

The Presentation - Think about your actual presentation? How will you remember what
you want to discuss? What style will you present in? How will your presentotion be unigue?
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Book Tak Success Criterio
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Avthor:
Presentodion Dve Date:
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0 T included o hook to get my audience’s attention
O T mentioned the book titte, author, and genre at the beginhing of
my presentation
T gave detalls about the setting
T gave detalls about the plot
T gave details about the main character(s)
T discussed the problem without giving away the resolution

Y
Y

=,

-

w

AR

,‘.,,.
N
AR v

i

—

A

—

"_-“—.—_.1.\\

=

Sl

—

|
)

NS

1PN v"’.tv.--\‘;.“'-'/A\'!\\-

,
.
=

LD

>

=\

ZZE
=

T included the avdience in my presentotion
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T left the avdience wanting more at the end
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T added something special to my presentotion o make it unigue
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I made others want to read my book

N
7

)

)

W
Y,

I practiced my presentotion so it would sound naturol
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Planning Reftection:
Which parts of your book talk were the easiest to plan? Which
were the most dif-ficult? Why?
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Criteria

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

¥

Level 4

—

Introduction

Little or no
introduction. Book
talk launches straight
into content.

Some introduction
included, but more
could be done to
“hook” the audience.

Good introduction
and “hook” to catch
the audience’s
interest.

Excellent introduction
and creative “hook”
to catch the
audience’s interest.

=,

Content

Limited content
included — missing a
lot of information.
Limited discussion of
plot, setting and
characters.

Content was simply
read from a paper.

Some content
included — missing
some information.
Some discussion of
plot, setting and
characters.

A large amount of
content was read
from a paper.

Good inclusion of
content. Discussion
included genre, plot,
setting and
characters, with a
satisfactory amount
of details.

Some content was
read from a paper.

(

Excellent inclusion of
content. Discussion
included genre, plot,
setting and
characters, with a
thorough amount of
details.

Content was
presented in a natural
manner — not read
from a paper.
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Cliff hanger

Little or no cliff
hanger. Presentation
ends abruptly.

Some evidence of cliff
hanger. Too much
information may
have been given, or
not enough to make
the audience want to
read the book.

Good cliff hanger
ending that makes
the audience want to
read the book.

Creative and unique
cliff hanger ending
that makes the
audience want to
read the book.
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Volume, expression
and enunciation are
not appropriate for
presentation.

Volume, expression
and enunciation are
sometimes
appropriate for
presentation.

Volume, expression
and enunciation are
appropriate for
presentation most of
the time.

Volume, expression
and enunciation are
appropriate for
presentation all of
the time.
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Grammar and
Organization

Many grammar
errors.
Presentation has
limited flow of
organization of
content.

Some grammar
errors.
Presentation has
some flow of
organization of
content.

Few grammar errors.
Presentation has
considerable flow of
organization of
content.

No grammar errors.
Presentation has
excellent and natural
flow of organization
of content.
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Criteria

*kk

* k

Speaker hooked the audience at the
beginning.

Content from the novel was covered in
an interesting way.

N/ INZ

Speaker ended the book talk in a way
that made me want to read the book.

YONANIN

Voice level was loud enough to be
heard at all times.

Speaker spoke directly to the
audience — presentation was natural
and not read from a paper.
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N Book Talk Peer Evoluation %

Nome:
Book:
Criteria

\

Speaker hooked the audience at the
beginning.

Content from the novel was covered in
an interesting way.

NN\

Speaker ended the book talk in a way
that made me want to read the book.

ANWY//R

ZA

Voice level was loud enough to be
heard at all times.

\/

Speaker spoke directly to the
audience — presentation was natural
and not read from a paper.
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Thank-you so much for downloading one of

my resources. L sincerely hope you and
your students ENJOY!

Be sure to follow me at my TPT store, my blog, or
my facebook page for more classroom ideas and
resources.

www.rundesroom.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rundes-Room
https://www.facebook.com/RundesRoom

© 2014 J. Runde: Runde’s Room. All rights reserved.
Purchase of this unit entitles the purchaser the right to E E
reproduce the pages in limited quantities for his or her - r
classroom use only. Duplication for an entire school, an
entire school system, or commercial purposes is strictly
forbidden without written permission from the author: E
Runde’s Room: jenrunde@yahoo.com

Copying any part of this product and placing it on the
internet in any form (even a personal/classroom website) is
strictly forbidden and is a violation of the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

Credits:
m cet HoOkeda
KG Fonts é?
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