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Three Gorges Dam
The Issue 



In 1994, the Chinese government began a massive project
on the Yangtze River called the Three Gorges Dam. The
project is designed to provide electricity to large areas of
rural China, where many people live in poverty without
electricity. It will also control flooding. The Yangtze often
overflows and floods large areas of northern and central
China. In the 20th century, such flooding killed over 
300 000 people. When it is completed in 2009, this dam
will be one of the largest in the world.
•  When complete, the dam will be 2.3 km across and 



185 m tall. It will create a lake about 600 km long and
200 m deep.



•  The dam will require 27 million cubic metres of concrete.
That’s enough concrete to cover 4000 football fields to a
depth of one metre!



•  The dam will produce over 18 GW (gigawatts) of power.



Many people in other countries and in China do not think
the dam should be built. The chart below gives two
different viewpoints about the project.



Go Further



Now it’s your turn. Use the following resources to help you
learn more.
•  Look on the Web: Use the Internet to find out about the



Three Gorges Dam. Begin your search at
www.pearsoned.ca/scienceinaction.



•  Ask the Experts:  Many engineers and archeologists are
available through question-and-answer sites on the
Internet. A local energy council or government agency
may also be able to give you information.



•  Look It Up in Newspapers and Magazines: Check for
articles about this issue in newspapers and magazines.



Analyze and Address the Issue



Use the information you have gathered to analyze the costs
and benefits of the Three Gorges Dam project. Write a brief
report stating your conclusion about whether the project
should be completed. Support your conclusion with your
research data. 
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Should China Complete the Three Gorges Dam?
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Yes



The dam may be able to stop
devastating flooding. The dam’s
control mechanisms may be able to
save lives by managing water levels. 



The dam would produce much
needed electricity. The poor of rural
China do not even have refrigerators.
Electricity would provide the possibility
of modern conveniences. 



Electricity would provide the means
for modernization. Rural China has
few of the advantages of even the
smallest Western communities. With
electrical power, rural Chinese can
begin to modernize their economy. 



No



The dam presents an even worse
flooding danger if it fails. Millions of
people live downstream of the dam. A
failure of the dam would be
catastrophic.  



The dam requires almost 2 million
people to be uprooted and relocated.
The reservoir will flood thousands of
farms and villages.



The dam’s reservoir will submerge
many priceless artifacts and natural
treasures. Over a thousand
archeological sites will be ruined.  
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