Roles 

PetroMAC Oil Company 

· You are employees of the petroleum company PetroMAC.  You were proud to be some of the people who struck a deal to have a pipeline transporting petroleum across Canada and into the United States.  This means a boom in the economy for Alberta, thanks to You!  Unfortunately though, you recently were contacted about an emergency.  It seems that your pipeline burst near a farm in Wetaskiwin Alberta.  The petroleum is now going into the ground (and ground water) and it is being found downstream 25 kilometers from the spill.  A protected ecosystem is also found between the spill and where oil is being found downstream.  

Municipal Government 
· You are the small town council for Wetaskiwin, Alberta (population 12,525).  You recently got an emergency phone call from a resident of your town who noticed an alarming smell in the air, which upon further investigation you discovered there is a large oil spill from the PetroMAC pipeline in a nearby farmer’s field.  You have also been informed that the petroleum is now going into the ground (and ground water) and it is being found downstream 25 kilometers from the spill.  A protected ecosystem is also found between the spill and where oil is being found downstream.  

Provincial Government
· The city council of Wetaskiwin a small town in Alberta (population 12,525) contacted you with an emergency that they have discovered.  A large oil corporation, whose head office resides in Calgary Alberta, has a pipeline running through the town and nearby farmers’ fields of Wetaskiwin. The town is now in emergency mode, and has contacted you the Provincial Government due to the pipe having burst in a farmer’s field. You have also been informed that the petroleum is now going into the ground (and ground water) and it is being found downstream 25 kilometers from the spill.  A protected ecosystem is also found between the spill and where oil is being found downstream.  

Federal Government
· The Provincial government of Alberta has contacted you with an emergency that is happening in Wetaskiwin a small town in Alberta (population 12,525). A large oil corporation, whose head office resides in Calgary Alberta, has a pipeline running through the town and nearby farmers’ fields of Wetaskiwin. The town is now in emergency mode, and has contacted the Provincial Government, who in turn contacted you, the Federal Government.  The emergency is that a section of the PetroMAC pipeline has burst in a farmer’s field. You have also been informed that the petroleum is now going into the ground (and ground water) and it is being found downstream 25 kilometers from the spill.  A protected ecosystem is also found between the spill and where oil is being found downstream.
Media

· A local resident of a small Alberta town called Wetaskiwin has contacted you.  Their friend is a famer just outside of the town who discovered that their fields are completely destroyed due to a section of the PetroMAC pipeline that has burst nearby the farm, and the oil has pooled there.  PetroMAC is a large oil corporation, whose head office resides in Calgary Alberta.  Other sources have been calling your sister company who writes the newspaper that is distributed to all of Southern Alberta; these sources have informed both you the Television News station and the newspaper regarding the disaster.  Sources say that the petroleum is now going into the ground (and ground water) and it is being found downstream 25 kilometers from the spill.  A protected ecosystem is also found between the spill and where oil is being found downstream.  This is a huge environmental disaster!  It is also going to be an expensive clean up, and therefore a national news story about what mistakes PetroMAC have made, and how they will fix them, as well as the dangers that the environment are now facing.  
Environmental Activists

· You own a Community Health Food store in Calgary, Alberta.  In your spare time you run the local Calgary chapter of EnviroCare! (the exclamation is part of the name).  EnviroCare! Has gone to over 15 protests over the past three years, and your chapter recently won Best Protest of the Year Award for 2012.  Your friend was on vacation in Edmonton going to West Edmonton Mall, and on their way through a small town Wetaskiwin, they noticed a large crowd as well as many trucks labeled PetroMAC (your mortal enemy: a large Petroleum Company).  Sensing danger to your animal friends, you rushed to Wetaskiwin to see what the emergency was about.  Part of the PetroMAC pipeline burst in a farmer’s field, and the oil is now getting into the groundwater and going downstream.  You are particularly concerned about ducks and other birds who have sacred nesting grounds at the lakes and rivers in the area, as well as the fish, and other wildlife including bears, deer and small animals such beavers and gophers.  It is time to activate all members of EnviroCare! and get a protest going in Wetaskiwin against the evil Petroleum Corporation PetroMAC!  Justice will be served!
Environmental Consultants 
You are an environmental consultant for the independent company Nature Watch.  You are not the government, nor an environmental activist; you are scientists who simply take samples of water and soil and run tests in order to objectively (not biased) determine the contamination levels in a given environment or area.  Companies like Huskey, Shell and PetroMAC hire you in order to do experiments, collect data and report back to them regarding the state of the land where they have pipelines.  

Part of the PetroMAC pipeline (PetroMAC is a large oil company based out of Calgary) burst in a farmer’s field, and the oil is now getting into the groundwater and going downstream.  You have been asked by your boss to gather your tools and supplies and to drive your truck from Calgary up to Wetaskiwin in order to commence testing on the soil, river water and lake water in order to determine how far spread the oil spill is, and what conditions the land/water is in.  You will be reporting back to PetroMAC about the data you have collected, and the actions they will need to take in order to clean up the spill.  The actions will be based off of government regulations and environmental laws that you are obligated to inform your clients (PetroMAC) about, and which they will legally have to abide by.  
Land owners/Farmers
You and your neighbours all own farms just outside of a small Alberta town called Wetaskiwin.  You farm some of your own vegetables and grain, as well as you raise cattle on the land.  Your cattle are fed naturally from the grass and grain on your property.  Recently you noticed a horrific smell coming from your fields, and when you went to investigate you noticed there were pools of oil and a distinct smell of petroleum, and your animals were clearly in distress.  As hours went by, your fields were observed to be in worse condition; you know it is likely you’ve already lost hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of crops and you are concerned about the state of health of your animals, not to mention your family members.   You know there is a pipeline that is owned by PetroMAC (a large oil company based out of Calgary), that runs underground less than a kilometer from your property.  You are fairly certain that a section of the pipe must be burst in order to witness this much damage.   You are very worried about the many questions running through your mind.  How much more damage will occur?  What will the long term impacts be?  How long will it take to clean up an environmental disaster like this? 
Small Business Owner

· Several years ago you quit your job from a large oil company in Calgary, Alberta.  You moved to small town Wetaskiwin (near Edmonton), and started up a business selling local goods (made of petroleum byproducts).  Ironically, just outside of your town is a pipeline run by PetroMAC (a large oil company based out of Calgary).  The buzz around town is that the pipe has burst, destroying local farmers’ fields and likely the ecosystem too.  PetroMAC will obviously be responsible for cleaning up this disaster, and you are concerned that with their focus on the oilspill, the petroleum production and processing will be slowed down and therefore will have a negative impact on the product you sell (remember…it’s made of petroleum.) 
